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Contact
Information

Associate Professor of Law and Public Policy B kevincope@virginia.edu
Associated Faculty, Department of Politics � 202-215-4796
University of Virginia m kevinlcope.com
Withers-Brown Hall – Room WB345 � Google Scholar page
580 Massie Road
Charlottesville, VA 22903

Education University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI
Ph.D., Political Science, 2020

a Committee: James D. Morrow (chair), Barbara Koremenos, Yonatan Lupu (George Washington
University Political Science), Kiyoteru Tsutsui (Sociology), Kevin Quinn, Yuri Zhukov

Georgetown University Law Center, Washington, DC
LL.M., focus on International Law, 2012

Northwestern University School of Law, Chicago, IL
J.D., 2004

a Associate Editor, Northwestern University Law Review

The Ohio State University, Columbus, OH
B.A., Political Science, 2000

Books 1. The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Immigration Law (Kevin L. Cope,
Stella Burch Elias, & Jill Goldenziel eds., 1st ed. forthcoming Oxford University
Press 2023)

Published &
Forthcoming
Articles/Essays

21. Methods for Comparative Migration Law: Insights From the Social Sciences (forthcoming,
International Journal of Migration & Border Studies 2022) (invited
symposium contribution)

20. Can Rights Discourse Diminish Support for Displaced Persons? (forthcoming,
Journal of Immigrant & Refugee Studies 2022) (invited symposium contribution)
(with Shiri Krebs)

19. Migrant-Family Separation and Higher-Order Laws’ Diverging Normative Force
(forthcoming, Journal of Legal Studies 2022) (with Charles Crabtree)

18. Vaccine Passports as a Constitutional Right (forthcoming, Arizona State Law
Journal 2022) (with Ilya Somin & Alexander Stremitzer)

17. The Global Evolution of Foreign Relations Law, 116 American Journal of
International Law (2022) (with Pierre Verdier & Mila Versteeg)

16. The Limits of Information Revelation in Multilateral Negotiations: A Theory of
Treatymaking, Journal of Theoretical Politics (2021) (with James D. Morrow)

15. Knowing the Law, University of Chicago Law Review Online (2021) (with
Charles Crabtree)

14. A Nationalist Backlash to International Refugee Law: Evidence from a Survey
Experiment in Turkey, 17(4) Journal of Empirical Legal Studies 752 (2020)
(with Charles Crabtree)

13. Empirical Studies of Human Rights Law, 15 Annual Review of Law & Social
Science 155 (2019) (with Cosette D. Creamer & Mila Versteeg)
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12. Patterns of Disagreement in Indicators of State Repression, 6 Political Science
Research & Methods 178 (2019) (with Charles Crabtree & Christopher J. Fariss)

11. Beyond Physical Integrity, 81 Law & Contemporary Problems 185 (2018)
(conclusion to special issue) (with Charles Crabtree & Yonatan Lupu)

10. Disaggregating the Human Rights Treaty Regime, 56 Virginia Journal of International
Law 459 (2016) (with Cosette D. Creamer)

9. Congress’s International Legal Discourse, 113 Michigan Law Review 1115 (2015)
a Excerpted in Curtis A. Bradley & Jack L. Goldsmith, Foreign Relations Law: Cases

and Materials (5th ed. summer 2016 supp.)

a Reprinted as O Discurso Jurídico Internacional do Congresso Estadunidense, Seqüência:
Estudos Jurídicos e Políticos 37 (74), 19–96

8. Lost in Translation: The Accidental Origins of Bond v. United States, 112 Michigan
Law Review (First Impressions) 133 (2014)

7. The Intermestic Constitution: Lessons From the World’s Newest Nation, 53 Virginia
Journal of International Law 667 (2013)

a Revised and Reprinted in The Social & Political Foundations of Constitutions (Cambridge
University Press 2013)

Edited-
Volume
Chapters

6. Why Study Immigration Law Comparatively?, in The Oxford Handbook of
Comparative Immigration Law (Kevin L. Cope, Stella Burch Elias, & Jill
Goldenziel eds., forthcoming Oxford University Press 2023)

5. The Concept and Measure of Rights, in The Oxford Handbook of Comparative
Human Rights Law (Neha Jain & Mila Versteeg eds., forthcoming Oxford University
Press 2022)

4. Theoretical and Measurement Challenges in Comparative Judicial Behaviour, in
The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Judicial Behaviour (Lee Epstein
et al. eds., forthcoming Oxford University Press 2022)

3. National Legislatures: The Foundations of Comparative International Law, in Comparative
International Law (Anthea Roberts et al. eds., Oxford University Press 2017)
(with Hooman Movassagh)

2. Treaty Law and National Legislative Politics, in Research Handbook on the
Politics of International Law (Wayne Sandholtz & Christopher Whytock
eds., Edward Elgar 2017)

1. Reconceptualizing Recognition Uniformity, in Foreign Court Judgments and
the U.S. Legal System (Paul Stephan ed., Brill 2014)

Book
Reviews

1. Review Essay: “The Interpretation of International Law by Domestic Courts”
(Helmut Philipp Aust & Georg Nolte eds., Oxford University Press 2016), 111
American Journal of International Law 538 (2017) (with Mila Versteeg)
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Working
Papers

4. The Logic of Treatymaking (under review)
a Presented at the University of Virginia Department of Politics; 2018 Canadian Law &

Economics Association Annual Conference

3. The Constitution as an Institution: Experimental Evidence (with Adam Chilton,
Charles Crabtree, & Mila Versteeg) (under review)

2. An Expert-Sourced Measure of Judicial Ideology (with Charles Crabtree)
a Presented at the June 2019 Hebrew University Empirical Study of Public Law & Human

Rights Workshop, Jerusalem; June 2019 Quantitative Text Analysis Workshop, Dublin; June
2019 Conference on Data Science and Law, ETH Zurich; and June 2019 Political Economy
and Public Law Conference XII, Princeton

1. The Rhetoric of Immigration Enforcement (with Charles Crabtree)
a Presented at the 2019 Annual Midwest Political Science Association Conference

Works-in-
Progress

5. Estimating State Interest From Treaty Negotiations (with Kevin McAlister & James
D. Morrow)

4. Non-Immigrant Visas as Foreign Policy (with David Leblang)

3. Are Lawyers Biased Against Female Judges? Evidence from Thousands of Anonymous
Evaluations (with Charles Crabtree)

2. The Role of Consequences and Consequentialism in Life-Liberty Tradeoffs (with
Netta Barak-Corren)

1. Estimating Uptake of a Hypothetical Medically Supervised COVID-19 Exposure
Program (with Jeffrey Fagan, Alon Harel, Jennifer Lobo, & Alexander Stremitzer)

Short
Writings

10. The Constitution Requires the U.S. to Offer Vaccine Passports, in Slate.com (May
4, 2021) (with Alexander Stremitzer)

9. Governments are Constitutionally Permitted to Provide ‘Vaccine Passports’ – Some
May Also be Constitutionally Obligated to Do So (April 2021, Journal of Nuclear
Medicine) (with Alexander Stremitzer)

8. Red and Blue America Agree That Now Is the Time to Violate the Constitution, in
The Atlantic (March 25, 2020) (with Adam Chilton, Charles Crabtree, & Mila
Versteeg)

7. It’s Hard to Find a Federal Judge More Conservative than Brett Kavanaugh, in The
Washington Post Monkey Cage (Sept. 5, 2018) (with Joshua Fischman)

a Cited by Senator Mazie Hirono and entered into the record during Senate confirmation
hearings

Voters are Much More Likely to Support Immigrant-Family Separation if They
Watch Fox News or Read Breitbart, in LSE United States Politics & Policy
Blog (Aug. 1, 2018) (with Charles Crabtree)

6. Exactly How Conservative are the Judges on Trump’s Short List for the Supreme
Court? Take a Look at This One Chart, in The Washington Post Monkey
Cage (July 7, 2018)

5. For a Trump Nominee, Neil Gorsuch’s Record is Surprisingly Moderate on Immigration
(and Employment Discrimination), in FiveThirtyEight.com (Mar. 27, 2017)
(with Joshua Fischman)
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4. ‘Constitutions,’ in International Encyclopedia of the Social & Behavioral
Sciences (2d ed. Elsevier 2015) (with Mila Versteeg)

3. South Sudan’s Constitutional Bait-and-Switch, in Jurist – Forum (Feb. 14, 2014)

2. The Accidental Origins of Bond v. United States, in The Summit: Georgetown
J. Int’l L. Online (2014)

1. In Sickness and in Health: The Constitution Should Give Americans the Right to
Basic Health Care, in Slate.com, The Hive: How Can We Fix the Constitution?
(June 12, 2012) (with Mila Versteeg)

Academic
Positions

University of Virginia, Charlottesville, VA
Associate Professor of Law, School of Law, 2019–Present
Associated Faculty, Woodrow Wilson Department of Politics, 2019–Present
Affiliated Faculty, Woodrow Wilson Department of Politics, 2017–Present
Research Assistant Professor of Law, School of Law, 2017–19
Visiting Scholar, School of Law, 2012–13

University of Oxford, United Kingdom
Visiting Scholar, Faculty of Law Centre for Socio-Legal Studies, Summer 2012

Media
Appearances

Will you need a ‘vaccine passport’ in Virginia?, WTVR CBS 6 (Richmond), Television
Interview (April 23, 2021)

Panel: How COVID-19 is affecting U.S., China Plus, World Today, Radio Interview (April
24, 2020)

Exploring Civil Liberties During the Pandemic, WXXI News, Connections: With Evan
Dawson, Radio Interview (April 24, 2020)

Many Americans Willing To Trade Some Civil Liberties To Combat Coronavirus, National
Public Radio, All Things Considered, Radio Interview (April 12, 2020)

‘It Doesn’t Feel Right’: How The Travel Ban Is Playing Out For One D.C.-Area Family,
WAMU (NPR Washington, DC) Radio Interview (July 19, 2018)

What Went Wrong With The Police Response In Charlottesville, The Huffington Post
(Aug. 14, 2017)

University &
Professional
Service/
Organizations

Member, Behavioural Research Approaches in International Law Network (BRAIN),
2019–present

Co-Vice-President & Member of the Board of Directors, Society for Empirical Legal
Studies, 2019–present

Contributing Editor, JOTWELL International & Comparative Law Section, 2019–present
Model International Mobility Treaty Commission Member, Columbia University Global

Policy Initiative, 2018–present
Board of Advisors Member, Virginia Journal of International Law, 2017–present
Admissions Committee Member, University of Michigan Political Science Department,

2014–15
University Senate Member, The Ohio State University, 1999–2000
University Senate Fiscal Committee Member, The Ohio State University, 1998–99
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Conferences
& Panels
Organized

Co-President, Conference on Empirical Legal Studies (CELS), University of Virginia
School of Law, upcoming November 2022

Organizer, Sokol Colloquium on Private International Law: Comparative Immigration
Law and Policy, University of Virginia School of Law, upcoming August 2022

Organizer, Model International Mobility Convention Launch Event, University of Virginia
School of Law, April 2018

Co-Organizer, “What’s Next for Human Rights Scholarship?” Conference, University of
Virginia School of Law, March 2017

Honors,
Grants, &
Awards

Rackham Summer Award research grant ($8000), University of Michigan (2016)
University Research Initiative Grant ($7500), Center for Global Inquiry + Innovation

(CGII) (with James Loeffler, David Leblang, and Mila Versteeg), University of
Virginia (2016–17)

First-year Rackham Fellowship ($9800), University of Michigan (2014–15)
LL.M., Dean’s List & With Distinction (highest academic honor), Georgetown University

Law Center (2012)
‘CALI’ Award (best course paper) in three seminars, Georgetown University Law Center

(2011–12)
B.A., Cum Laude, The Ohio State University (2000)
President’s Leadership Award, The Ohio State University (2000)
National Merit Finalist & Scholar, National Merit Foundation (1995)

Teaching
Experience

Graduate/Law:

International Law of Migration & Refugees, University of Virginia School of Law
(Spring 2020)

Text Analysis for Legal Practice (with Charles Crabtree), University of Virginia
School of Law (January 2020 short course)

International Law & Politics (with Pierre-Hugues Verdier), University of Virginia
School of Law (Fall 2019)

Immigration Law, University of Virginia School of Law (Spring 2018, 2019)

Public Law & Economics (with Michael Gilbert), University of Virginia School of
Law (Spring 2018)

PolSci 993: Graduate Student Instructor Training (Graduate Student Mentor,
with Professor Lisa Disch), University of Michigan (Fall 2016)

PolSci 514: Social Science Computer Programs, University of Michigan (Winter
2016)

The Law of Treaties, University of Virginia School of Law (short course) (Spring
2015, 2016)

Introduction to Contracts, Georgetown University Law Center (Spring 2014)

Appellate Litigation Clinic, University of Virginia School of Law (2012–14)
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Federal Judicial Process, University of Virginia School of Law (Spring 2013)

International Law I: Introduction to International Law, Georgetown University Law
Center (Summer 2013)

Undergraduate:

PolSci 371: Law, Courts, and Politics (Grader, with Charles Adside III), University
of Michigan (Fall 2016)

PolSci 160: Introduction to World Politics (Administrative Coordinating Graduate
Student Instructor, with James Morrow), University of Michigan (Fall 2015)

Talks,
Presentations,
& Panels

Presenter: A Nationalist Backlash to International Refugee Law: Evidence from a Survey
Experiment in Turkey, Conference on Empirical Legal Studies, Claremont, CA,
November 2019

Co-Presenter: Estimating Judicial Traits From Text Analysis of Expert Evaluations,
Quantitative Text Analysis Dublin (QTA-DUB) Workshop, University College
Dublin, Ireland, June 2019

Presenter: An Expert-Sourced Measure of Judicial Ideology, Empirical Study of Public
Law & Human Rights Workshop, Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel, June 2019

Presenter: An Expert-Sourced Measure of Judicial Ideology, Conference on Data Science
and Law, Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich (ETH Zurich), June 2019

Presenter: An Expert-Sourced Measure of Judicial Ideology, Political Economy and Public
Law Conference (PEPL) XII, Princeton University, June 2019

Presenter: Making Treaties, University of Virginia Department of Politics, March 2019
Discussant: Christoph Engel and Rima Maria Rahal, “Justice is in the Eyes of the

Beholder,” 4th Experimental Methods in Legal Scholarship (EMLS) Conference,
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich (ETH Zurich), March 2019

Presenter: Estimating Judicial Traits From Text Analysis of Expert Evaluations, Online
Workshop on the Computational Analysis of Law, December 2018

Presenter: Making Treaties, University of Virginia School of Law, November 2018
Presenter: A Nationalist Backlash to International Refugee Law: Evidence from a Survey

Experiment in Turkey, University of Alabama School of Law, October 2018
Presenter: Making Treaties, USC Gould School of Law, Los Angeles, CA, October 2018
Presenter: Estimating Judicial Traits From Text Analysis of Expert Evaluations, Conference

on Empirical Legal Studies, Ann Arbor, MI, November 2018
Presenter: Making Treaties, 2018 Canadian Law & Economics Association Annual Conference,

Toronto, ON, September 2018
Presenter: Estimating Judicial Traits From Text Analysis of Expert Evaluations, Annual

Meeting of the American Political Science Association, Boston, MA, August 2018
Presenter: A Nationalist Backlash to International Refugee Law: Evidence from a Survey

Experiment in Turkey, Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association,
Boston, MA, August 2018

Presenter: A Nationalist Backlash to International Refugee Law: Evidence from a Survey
Experiment in Turkey, Immigration Law Scholars & Teachers Workshop, Philadelphia,
PA, May 2018
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Presenter: Alliance-Forming in Treaty Negotiations, International Studies Association
59th Annual Convention, San Francisco, CA, April 2018

Presenter: Estimating Judicial Traits From Text Analysis of Expert Evaluations, University
of Michigan Inter-disciplinary Workshop in American Politics, Ann Arbor, MI,
February 2018

Discussant: Achiume Tendayi, “Migration as Decolonization” and Alex Huneeus, “How
International Courts Are Changing Peace,” Public Law Works-in-Progress Roundtable,
Vanderbilt Law School, Nashville, TN, January 2018

Presenter: International Law and Attitudes Toward Refugees: A Field Experiment (with
Charles Crabtree), University of Michigan Conflict, Peace, Research & Development
Workshop, Ann Arbor, MI, January 2018

Presenter: Measuring Judicial Traits Using Supervised Text Analysis of Expert Evaluations:
A New Dataset (with Adam Feldman), Annual Meeting of the American Political
Science Association, San Francisco, CA, September 2017

Discussant: Laura Jakli, Melissa Carlson, and Katerina Linos, “Refugees’ Digital Footprint,”
Annual Meeting of the American Political Science Association, San Francisco, CA,
September 2017

Discussant: Laura Jakli, Melissa Carlson, and Katerina Linos, “Refugees’ Digital Footprint,”
International Migration and Refugee Law Workshop, UC Berkeley School of Law,
Berkeley, CA, August 2017

Presenter: A Theory of Multilateral Treaty Negotiations, International Studies Association
58th Annual Convention, Baltimore, MD, February 2017

Presenter: A Theory of Multilateral Treaty Negotiations, Conference on Empirical Legal
Studies, Duke University School of Law, Durham, NC, November 2016

Presenter: Modeling States’ Ideological Positions in Treaty Negotiations, Annual Meeting
of the American Political Science Association, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, September
2016

Presenter: Modeling States’ Ideological Positions in Treaty Negotiations, 74th Annual
Midwest Political Science Association Conference, Chicago, IL, April 2016

Presenter: Domestic Judicial Reform, Civil Conflict, and the Shadow of the International
Criminal Court, 74th Annual Midwest Political Science Association Conference,
Chicago, Illinois, April 2016

Presenter: Treaty Law and National Legislative Politics, University of New South Wales
Comparative Roundtable, Sydney, Australia, December 2015

Commentator: National Courts and International Law Panel, University of Virginia
School of Law, Sokol Colloquium on Private International Law, Charlottesville,
Virginia, November 2015

Presenter: Congress’s International Legal Discourse, University of Texas Department of
Politics, Austin, Texas, September 2015

Panelist: Georgetown Journal of International Law Symposium–World Cops Without
World Courts: The Role of the United States in Shaping Public International Law,
Georgetown University Law Center, Washington, DC, April 2015

Guest Speaker: Congress’s International Legal Discourse, University of Southern California
Gould School of Law, Faculty Workshop, Los Angeles, CA, March 2015

Guest Lecturer: National Legislatures and International Law, Universidade Federal Santa
Catarina & Universidade do Vale do Itajaí, Santa Catarina, Brazil, November 2014

7 of 9



Panelist: Symposium on Constitution-Making and Constitutional Design, Boston College
Law School, Chestnut Hill, MA, October 2014

Panelist: Comparative International Law, University of Virginia School of Law, Sokol
Colloquium, Charlottesville, Virginia, September 2014

Presenter: Congress’s International Legal Discourse, Georgetown University Law Center,
Faculty Workshop, Washington, DC, August 2014

Presenter: International Law in National Legislatures, 3rd Annual Conference of the
Young Comparativists Committee, American Society of Comparative Law, Lewis
& Clark Law School, Portland, Oregon, April 2014

Panelist: Bond and the Separation of Powers, Hosted by the University of Virginia
Federalist Society, Charlottesville, Virginia, April 2014

Panelist: Does Congress Use International Law?, Georgetown University Law Center,
Washington, DC, March 2014

Panelist: Advancing the Rule of Law in East Africa, Regent University Center for Global
Justice, Human Rights, and the Rule of Law Symposium, Virginia Beach, Virginia,
February 2014

Selected Paper Author: Elective International Law in Congress, American Society of
International Law, International Law in Domestic Courts Interest Group Annual
Workshop, Yale Law School, New Haven, Connecticut, December 2013

Presenter: Elective International Law in Congress, Washington and Lee University School
of Law, Faculty Workshop, Lexington, Virginia, October 2013

Commentator: Presented oral critique of David Fontana’s paper, Government by Location,
First Annual Montpelier Roundtable in Comparative Constitutional Law, Orange,
Virginia, October 2013

Supreme Court Mock Panelist: Bond v. United States (Chemical Weapons Convention
case) Moot, Supreme Court Institute, Georgetown University Law Center, Washington,
DC, October 2013

Presenter: International Law in Congress, University of Virginia School of Law, Summer
Faculty Workshop, Charlottesville, Virginia, August 2013

Panelist: Federalism, Foreign Affairs, and Foreign Judgments Panel, University of Virginia
School of Law, Sokol Colloquium on Private International Law, Charlottesville,
Virginia, April 2013

Panelist and Presenter: The Intermestic Constitution, Law & Society Association 2012
International Conference on Law and Society, Honolulu, Hawaii, June 2012

Panelist: Transnational Constitutionalism Willamette University College of Law, Comparative
Constitutional Law Symposium, Salem, Oregon, February 2012

Presenter: Dualistic Constitutionalism in Sub-Saharan Africa, University of Oxford Foundation
for Law, Justice and Society Workshop, The Social and Political Foundations of
Constitutions, University of Oxford, December 2011

Rapporteur: Presented oral critique of Willem Witteveen’s essay, The Constitution Behind
the Constitution: Two Frames for Europe, University of Oxford Foundation for
Law, Justice and Society Workshop, The Social and Political Foundations of Constitutions,
University of Oxford, September 2011

Academic
Organizations
& Activities

International Studies Association, Member, 2015–Present
Midwest Political Science Association, Member, 2015–Present

8 of 9



American Political Science Association, Member, 2014–Present
American Society of International Law, Member, 2013–Present
American Society of Comparative Law, 2013–14, Membership Advisory Group Member,

Younger Comparativists Committee, 2013–14
Society for Empirical Legal Studies (SELS), Cornell University Law School, Member,

2011–Present

Academic
Book &
Journal
Reviewing

Law & Society Review, 2020–Present
Review of Law & Economics, 2020–Present
Journal of Legal Studies, 2020–Present
European Journal of International Law, 2019–Present
International Organization, 2018–Present
Oxford University Press, 2016–Present
Journal of College & University Law (Notre Dame Law School), 2012

Law Teaching
& Legal
Practice
Experience

Georgetown University Law Center, Washington, DC
Adjunct Faculty, 2013–14

Washington and Lee University School of Law, Lexington, VA
Adjunct Faculty, 2012–13

University of Oxford, Oxford, United Kingdom
Visiting Scholar, Faculty of Law Centre for Socio-legal Studies, Summer 2012

U.S. Court of Federal Claims, Washington, DC
Judicial Clerk to the Honorable George W. Miller, Judge, 2010–11

U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, El Segundo, California
Judicial Clerk to the Honorable Milan D. Smith, Jr., Circuit Judge, 2008–09

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom LLP, Washington, DC
Government Enforcement Litigation Associate, 2006–08

a Handled matters involving, e.g., the World Bank, investigations into business practices of a multi-
national corporation, a Togolese asylum petitioner, and the U.S. Constitution

U.S. District Court for the Northern District of Ohio, Cleveland, Ohio
Judicial Clerk to the Honorable James S. Gwin, District Judge, 2005–06

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP, Chicago, Illinois
Labor & Employment Litigation Associate, 2004–05

Computer
Skills

LATEX, R, Stata
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